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me: nor was It much, odds to him; for if he saw the string he knew the cross was there, and it was all one.
Yo. Sist Did he use any ceremony to it after the first time ?
Wid. Always when he first came into any room where I was he was sure to give me his knee with his bow, and kiss the cross as well as his wife.
Eld. Sist I should never have borne it.
Wid. You could never have resisted it more than I, for I did what I could ; but his answer was clear, My dear, says he, take no notice of me, let my civilities be to you, take them all to yourself; I cannot show you too much respect: believe it is all your own, and be easy with me.
Eld. Sist. How could he bid you believe what you knew to be otherwise ? why did you not leave it off, and reproach him with the difference ?
Wid. Dear sister, I did so for months together: but then he doubled his ceremonies, and told me I only mortified him, then, by obliging him to reverence the place where once the blessed figure had been lodged, as the holy pilgrims worshipped the sepulchre.
Eld. Sist. He was too hard for you every way, sister.
Wid. Ay, and would have been too hard for you too, if you had had him.
Eld. Sist- It is my mercy that I had him not.
Wid. Well, it was my mercy too, that, as I had him, I had less inconvenience with the unhappy circumstance than I must have had, perhaps, with any other man of his principles in the world.
Eld. Sist. That's true; only this I must add, viz., that those engaging ways would certainly, first or last, have brought you to popery.
Wid. I hope not, sister; but I cannot say, when